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AIDS, malaria, and tuberculosis. The 
United States was the first to announce our 
contribution to this fund, originally called 
for by U.N. Secretary-General Kofi Annan. 
We are proud to have been a leader in 
developing the fund’s structure and its 
focus on prevention with a broad strategy 
that includes treatment and care. 

And I’m proud that our country contrib-
utes nearly $1 billion annually to inter-
national efforts to combat AIDS and infec-
tious diseases. I might remind folks, that’s 
more than twice the amount of the second 
largest donor. We stand ready to commit 
more to the global fund when it dem-
onstrates success. 

In all these areas—health, education, 
hunger, and debt—America is committed 
to walking alongside leaders and nations 
that are traveling the hard but rewarding 
path of political and economic reform, na-
tions that are committed to rooting out cro-
nyism and corruption, nations that are com-
mitted to building the institutions of free-
dom and good government. 

In 1950, at the height of the cold war, 
John Foster Dulles issued a promise to the 

people of South Korea. ‘‘You’re not alone,’’ 
he said. ‘‘You’ll never be alone so long as 
you continue to play worthily your part in 
the great design of human freedom.’’ Fifty 
years since, our circumstances have 
changed beyond recognition. The world is 
no longer divided into armed camps. De-
mocracy has become a seed on the wind, 
taking root in many nations. So much has 
changed, yet America’s commitment is still 
the same. 

To all nations promoting democratic gov-
ernment and the rule of law so that trade 
and aid can succeed, you’re not alone. To 
all nations tearing down the walls of sus-
picion and isolation and building ties of 
trade and trust, you’re not alone. And to 
all nations who are willing to stake their 
future on the global progress of liberty, you 
will never be alone. This is my Nation’s 
pledge, a pledge I will keep. 

Thank you for having me. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:40 a.m. in 
the Preston Auditorium at the World Bank. 
In his remarks, he referred to James D. 
Wolfensohn, president, World Bank Group.

Statement on the Death of Katharine Graham
July 17, 2001

The Nation’s Capital and our entire Na-
tion today mourn the loss of the beloved 
first lady of Washington and American jour-
nalism, Katharine Graham. Her legacy and 
influence spanned many different arenas, 
from powerful publisher to quiet philan-
thropist, to accomplished businesswoman, 
to Pulitzer Prize winning author, to gra-
cious and loyal friend. Presidents come and 
go, and Katharine Graham knew them all. 
When Laura and I moved to Washington, 
she was the first to welcome a new Presi-
dent to the Nation’s Capital with a dinner 
at her home. Mrs. Graham became a leg-
end in her own lifetime because she was 

a true leader and a true lady, steely yet 
shy, powerful yet humble, known for her 
integrity and always gracious and generous 
to others. Her life, chronicled in her Pul-
itzer Prize-winning autobiography, presents 
a tremendous example for our generation 
and generations to come. Laura and I send 
our prayers to her children and grand-
children, to her colleagues at the Wash-
ington Post Co., and to her many friends 
throughout Washington, America, and the 
world. She will be sorely missed.
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